Virginia
Department
of Health
Plan for
Equitable
Distribution
of COVID-19

vVaccinez
December,
2022

December 2022

Office of Health Equity in the Virginia
Department of Health




Contents

1.
2.

6 AAAET AGETT %wNOEO8S £8 8 SEDLES FABBBBE 8888888888888
6 AAAET AOETT O Al O oguC88888888888888888888B888888¢
6 AAAET ACETT O £l O &58BBRB8B8B88888888888888888888888:¢
2AAA AT A %OET EAE OB 8888383888888888888888 8 8 8 8 8 8888888888888
200A1T 1 OAAO8888888388888888888888888888888888888:¢
Infections and Deaths Since Vaccine Availability 8 8 888 88 88888 888888888p¢

Vaccinations in FEMARegion38 8 888888 888888888888888888888888p
FEMA Region 3 and Race/Ethnicity8 8 8 8 888888 88888888888888X88888

40AT A0 /1 OAO 4EI A88888888888888888888888819888888¢
Racial Groups as a Share of TotalVaccinations in Virginia 8 8 8 8 888 88 88 8 8 81888 88

$1 OAO ' ATETEOOAOAAB88888888888888888888888820888888°¢

6 AAAET AOETT - AT AAOAO8888888888888888888822888888°¢
OntheHorizon8 8 88888888888888888888888888888882888888¢

Vaccine Equity Report Pecember2022 1



Executive Summary

This monthly report is from the Office of Health Equity in the Virginia Department of HealtfiVDH).
It provides an overviewof vaccination equity in theCommonwealth of Virginia, including key
equity accomplishments, forNovember2022.

Federal Emergency Management Agency (W), namely Delaware, the District o€olumbia,
Maryland, Peansylvania, and West Virginia. Additionally, his report explores vaccine trends over
time, vaccination hesitancy, and equity considerations for vaccine distribution. An overview of
recent legisldive, executive, and administrative actions is also included. Key findings include:

Impact of the Omicron VarianBA.5
1 Atthe end of Julgnd August the BA.5 variant was responsible for over half of all cases in
Virginia, according to CDC estimateSdurce Sourcs.
1 In November the BA.5 variant remained the dominant strain in the U.S., but experts warn of
new variants that are gaining ground$ource Sourcs.

Trends inAverage Daily Cases
1 As ofNovember 224, the highestaveragenumberof daily cases iVirginia for the month was
12.96cases per 100,000 people ddovember 3 (Sourcs.

Vaccination Rates
f Atthe end oNovember2022,73.4u | /£ 6 E O C Hdnkwdsduly vaadinaténl] oA
6,309,285people(Sourcy.

Impacts on Children

1 As ofNovember 224,2022,105 individuals younger than 20 have died from COVIB in
Virginia (Sourc§.

1 CDC datashowsthat three out of every four kids in Virginia has had COMI® (Sourcg.

1 Statewide ratedor Virginia show that students have fallen behind on their routine school
immunizations during the pandemidt is yet another grim reminder of how the pandemic has
indirectly and directly impacted life foNirginians (Sourcg.

T OnJuly 18, 2022 Governor Youngkin annanced updated guidance on quarantine
recommendations for people exposed to CO¥fin K-12 schools, child care, and camp
settings. The revised guidanstates that quarantine is no longer recommended for
asymptomatic individuals who were exposed @VIB19-infected individuals in these settings
(Source.

1 Even as COVHIO cases decline, students are facing a wave ofikle symptoms ahead of afl
season that experts warn will be one severe than previous yearSg¢urce.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/health-equity/
https://richmond.com/news/local/newest-covid-variant-ba-5-is-spreading-fast-in-virginia-experts-are-unsure-what-impact/article_bf9cdb3b-42b3-5317-bb2b-b6f3e8b6829f.html
https://www.whsv.com/2022/08/28/cdc-releases-new-covid-19-numbers-among-young-virginians/
https://www.nebraskamed.com/COVID/what-covid-19-variants-are-going-around#:~:text=Currently%2C%20the%20dominant%20variant%20nationwide,%2C%20followed%20by%20BA.4.6.
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/coronavirus/bq-1-bq-1-1-variants-resistant-to-some-covid-treatments-continue-to-gain-ground-in-u-s/2977441/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-cases/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-demographics/
https://www.whsv.com/2022/08/28/cdc-releases-new-covid-19-numbers-among-young-virginians/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2022/08/26/student-vaccination-measles-polio-school/
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/news-releases/2022/july/name-937327-en.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/stafford-high-school-virginia-flu-disease-outbreak/

1. Key Equity Announcements and Critical Updates

This section detailsequity-related announcements regarding COVHR9 in the Commonwealth of

Virginia during the month. It also provides information on critical updates relevantto6 EOCET EA8 O

responses to COVIEL9. Equity announcementsand critical updatesfrom Novemberinclude:

1

November 1:According to data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
the Omicron subvariant cases of BQ.1 and BQ.Inhke up some othe most rapidly growing
share of newly confirmed COVIEL9 caseqSource.

November 2: Experts are warning of a possible surge this year around the holidays.
Modeling from the University of Virginiaforecasts sharp rises in cases in November and
December in the LENOWISCO and Mount Rogers health distrietspeaking in mid- to late
December? while the surge in the Cumberland Plateau district is forecast tstart later and
peak in January $aurce).

November 3:( AAT OE | £#£ZEAEA1 O ETl 6EOCET EA AOA AAOOQEII

this winter, with rises in cases of COVI9, influenza, and Respiratory Syncytial Virus
(RSV).In a letter sent to realth-care providers on Oct. 2% and a news release issued Oct.

241, theVDHAAOOET T AA OEAO OEEO UAAOS6O A& O OAAOII

signs that it may be worse than in recent year§.he news release also said that more
people,particularly young children aged 64 years,are seeking care in hospitals and urgent
care centers for influenzalike illness than & this point in previous years Source.

November 6:Currently, Pittsylvania-Danville Health District is the only district in the
Commonwealth experiencing a COVHD9 surge. An uptick in cases is expected throughout
the state. In addition, according to CDC data, Virginia is also experiencing a high level of flu
cases this seasonjource.

November 8:Due to more adults being affected by COWI® than children, many hospitals
across the U.S. closed their pediatric units to make room for adults. This is now posing a
problem as cases of severe RSV surge amongst U.S. child8au(ce.

November 9:Arlington County announced that it is closing its public COVH29 vaccination
clinic next month. The county government made the decisioh OA O1 A AOT P EI
COVID19 vaccines now widely availablén the community through pharmacies, urgent care
centers AT A | AAEAAISoux®i OEAAOO8G

November 10: COVIBp w O4 AO0O O1 chndd deddrs lahEhédib@sediod &
federal initiative to provide free testing, diagnosis, and immediate access to COVID
antiviral treatment with Paxlovid. However, a recent study by investigators frorBrigham
AT A 711 AT 8, e YniveddnyroOvrginiad School of Mdicine, and the University of
Pittsburgh found that these sites are less accessible to marginalized communities. In
particular, rural and American Indian or Alaska Native communities experienceajor
disparities in geographical access to these treatmeneaters (Source.

November 11:According to a Thursday COVID update from Rappahanne&apidan Health
District (RRHD), flu levels are high across Virginidlso in the report, RRHD saw a 32%
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https://www.pilotonline.com/news/health/vp-nw-covid-subvariant-november-20221101-wnc4r2ktzrbfhjgvmvb3hvrjky-story.html
https://heraldcourier.com/news/local/region-should-expect-another-covid-19-holiday-surge/article_4ea14c66-5af0-11ed-956d-13ef3ecc08a9.html
https://swvatoday.com/article_f37f1626-56f6-11ed-868b-375dd3242658.html
https://godanriver.com/news/local/as-flu-hits-va-hard-and-dan-river-region-in-covid-19-surge-potential-increases/article_8be80296-5d51-11ed-b354-a7e5e189c697.html
https://www.today.com/health/cold-flu/er-doctor-says-rsv-surge-kids-1000-worse-imagine-rcna55664
https://wtop.com/arlington/2022/11/arlington-closing-covid-19-vaccination-clinic/
https://www.miragenews.com/covid-test-to-treat-sites-less-accessible-to-892304/

increase in reported casebetween last week andhe prior week, indicating that Virginia
may beheaded into a period of new COVH29 case increaseg¢Source).
1 November 13:In order to protect against COVIEL9 and the flu, public health experts are
advising the public to get their vaccinations, wastheir hands, covercoughs,and stayhome
when sick The Chatham Health District also announced that it will offer a free driviéaru flu
vaccine clinic onFriday at the Chatham Health Department at 200 H G Mcghee Drive
(Sourcs.
1 November 14:As COVIEL9 continues to circulate, the CD@ports that Virginia is amongst
seven staes in which flu cases are the highestif we do peak early, that means that we are
peaking early, which means we'd see decreased activity in December, January, and
February," Cynthia Morrow, MD, a representative for the Virginia Department of Health
Roandke-Allegheny district, told local ABC affiate WSET in a Nov.slinterview ( Source).
1 November 15:For the past two years, COVH29 cases peaked during the winter months.
That has not yet happened this year in Virginia or nationally. On the other hand, flu and RSV
cases are surging, leading the Northern Virginia Regional Commission (NVRC) to send out a
news release yesterday. In it, the NVRC urged the public to maintain its vigilance in
preventing these concerning diseasesSource Source.
f  November 16:The Richmond and Henrico Health Districts (RHHB)O [ T AET A Al ET EA
announced that it will partner with local groups and organizations to hosfree vaccination
clinicsfor COVID19, the flu, and monkeypoxThe mobile clinics, which will be stationed
across various locations in the Richmond area and operate during select hours, will offer the
vaccinesfree of charge for attendees and members of partnieg organizations. Walk-ups
will also be welcome Sourcé.
1 November 17:Dr. Laurie Forlano, Deputy Epidemiologist with the Virmia Department of
Health, gave advice for staying healthy over the holiday®) £ Ui 00 OUI pOT I 6 AOA
ui & AAT 1 AT AcA OEAI AO EiI i Ah OEAOGBO / +8 2A0OON
Sometimes, time is the best medicine for some of thegdectE | T Oh6 OAE®/ $AO81 &I OI
the best gifts you can give to your family and friends at the dinner table is to stay healthy
and help keep them healthy. Wash your hands, getavacgdedl A OAAE AdiOA E£ UT O
AAAT ET Soure 1 1 806}
1 November 18:0n November 3@, Arlington County governmentwill close all but one of its
COVID testing kiosksciting a lack of demand and other practical alternativesSource).
1 November 18:The Virginia Beach Department of Public Healtannounced that itis hosting
a free COVIBL9 and flu clinic at Kingdom Cathedral, 3820 Storshore Road on Saturday,
Nov. 19h from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m(Sourcée
1 November 20:Local epidemiologists are raising concerns ovean alarming rise of tick
borne diseasesyet another health concern that was overshadowedese last two years by
covip1os OO0 OET O O #/6)$h 11T A ionEinGEWo@AAAO T 1T A ¢
AEOOOEADO 8 xAO , Ui A A RépkdandaditroDistiich BEpilenoladgisD AEAT T 1 A
Daniel Ferrell, whose coverage area includes Rappahannock, Culpefpeauquier, Madison
AT A | OFoimank &f th®local epidemiologists were sousy dealing with COVID, that a
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https://starexponent.com/news/local/rrhd-covid-community-levels-still-low-but-cases-on-rise-along-with-flu-rsv/article_8be8416a-61c6-11ed-a598-b7c9d8b5bf35.html
https://godanriver.com/news/local/with-widespread-flu-in-state-drive-thru-vaccine-clinic-planned-friday-in-chatham/article_9e9049ea-61f1-11ed-bb16-2fe211d6e836.html
https://bestlifeonline.com/states-worst-flu-surges-nov-14-news/
https://www.novaregion.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=800
https://www.restonnow.com/2022/11/15/covid-cases-stay-down-but-other-respiratory-illnesses-are-surging-n-va-health-leaders-say/
https://www.wric.com/health/rhhd-mobile-vaccine-clinics-to-offer-free-covid-19-booster-flu-monkeypox-vaccines/
https://www.whsv.com/2022/11/17/keeping-yourself-healthy-holidays/
https://www.insidenova.com/news/arlington/arlington-to-shutter-most-of-its-covid-testing-kiosks/article_ecd60fb2-6760-11ed-9ed4-4fa6095210f3.html
https://www.wavy.com/news/local-news/virginia-beach/vb-department-of-health-hosts-covid-19-and-flu-vaccination-clinic-nov-19/

lot of tick-AT OT A AEOAAOA AAOAO POI AAAT U xAT O O1 OADPI OC
Health Entomologst for the VDH Sourcs).
1 November 21:Lisa Sollot, a respiratory illness expert with the VDH, explainedhy flu and
RSV caseare rising at unprecedented levels this fall and winter in Virginia:COVID19 is a
respiratory virus and has changed how influenza and RSV and other respiratory viruses are
expected to circulate," Sollot saidSheand other epidemiologists do not expect alowdown
soon, given that students and families will be traveling for the holiday$lt is concerning
that we're seeing these numbers heading into the holidays, knowing that increased spread
is probably inevitable," Sollot said Source).
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https://www.rappnews.com/foothills_forum/lyme-disease-is-on-the-rise-in-rappahannock-the-pandemic-obscured-by-how-much/article_eb9482be-6936-11ed-8bf3-fb13245100f7.html
https://www.wtvr.com/news/local-news/virginia-flu-season-november-21-2022

1. Vaccination Equity in Virginia

At the end ofNovember, nearly 17.9million COVID19 vaccine doses havbeen administeredin
Virginia (Source). With 73.4% of the population fully vaccinated Virginia ranks 11 in the country
for the percentage of the population that ha been fuly vaccinated against COVI19 (Source
Source.VirginE A8 O A£O01 1 U 0 A%, ié tiigheh thah the 68. 20 nAtionalyatabfully
vaccinated rate Source Sourcg. On averageVirginia is administering approximately 10,817
vaccinationdoses per day (Source).

Figure 1: Vaccinations by Age (One Dose)

Vaccination Count Percent of the Population Vaccinated with At
By Age Group Least One Dose - By Age Group
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Vaccinations for 65+

As seen in Figure 1, VDH reports the following age ranges:-88, 7584, and 85+ Source. At the
end of November, 95.2% of those ages 65+ were vaccinatedpurce.

Vaccinations for Under 45

The reported age ranges in Virginia ared-4,5-11, 12-15, 16-17, 1824, 25-34,and 35-44. As seen
T 6% ( 6Q9 dashioard61.0% of thoseaged 517 yearshave been vaccinated with at least
one doseup by 0.3% from last month. 87.2% of individuals older than 5, up by 0.3% since last
month, have been vaccinated with at least ordose Furthermore,92.5% of the population over the
age of 18 have been vaccinated with at least one dose by 0.3% from last month. Data are also
reported by each age group for percentages of the population vaccinated with at least one dose:
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/public-health/states-ranked-by-percentage-of-population-vaccinated-march-15.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations_vacc-people-additional-dose-totalpop
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/public-health/states-ranked-by-percentage-of-population-vaccinated-march-15.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/

12.8% of 0-4 year olds(up from 11.6% last month), 47.0% of 5-11 year olds(up from 46.6%),
76.3% of 12-15 year olds(up from 76.1%), 78.5% of 16-17 year olds(up from 78.3%), 79.1% of 18-
24 year olds(up from 78.7%), 79.6% of 25-34 year olds(up from 79.0%), and 84.9% of 35-44 year
olds (up from 84.5%) (Source.

Race and Ethnicity

Figure 2: Vaccination Count and Percent of Population Vaccinated by Race and Ethnicity
(One Dose)

Vaccination Count Percent of the Eligible Population Vaccinated
By Race and Ethnicity with At Least One Dose - By Race and Ethnicity*

Asian or Pacific Islander . 577.250 Asian or Pacific Islander

Black

Native American | 79 g49

Native American
Other Race . 333,074 White

oM M 2M am am

0.0%

50.0% 100.0% 150.0%
People Vaccinated Percent Vaccinated

Source

*This datasource does not include population estates for the Other Race catego No population
estimates are available for oubf-state individuals or those without a reportlocality. More
information about population estimates can be found at this link:
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/bridged_race.htm

The percentage of Native Americans that are vaccinated can be above 100% for two reasons.

1. There are small numbers of vaccinations and small populat&stimates for Native Americans
at the city/county level in Virginia. VDH gets population estimates from the National Center
for Health Statistics (NCHS). For example, there were 3 Native American vaccinations in a
county. Population estimates say there veeonly 2 people who identify as Native American in
that same county. This means that the data would say there were 3 vaccinations over 2 people
in the population. This would equal 150%, or a percentage over 100%.

2. Some people may identify that they are Nagi American and multrace when they are getting
their vaccine. They will be categorized as Native American only in the data system. This is
because population estimates from NCHS do not include nralte as an option. If there was a
multi-race option, gperson who identified as Native American and muiéice would be in the
multi-race population estimates.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/bridged_race.htm

Table 1: Vaccination Distribution by Race and Ethnicity

Race andethnicity Percent of people with at least one dose with
reported race and ethnicity
Black 17.4%
Latino 10.8%
Asian or Pacific Islander 9.5%
White 56.4%

Source

According toFigure 2 andTable 1, as ofNovember 21, the key race and ethnicity breakdowns for
those receiving at least one dose are as followwith little change since last montl):
9 First, Blacks have received 7.4% of all vaccinations and65.8% of Blackshave been
vaccinatedwith at least one dose.
9 Secondlatinos have received 10.86 of all vaccinations and4.2% of Latinoshave been
vaccinated with at least one dose.
9 Third, Asians or Patfic Islanders have received %% of all vaccinations and 93.26 of Asians
or Pacific Islanders have been vaccinated with at least one dose.
9 Fourth, Whites have received 564% of al vaccinations and 67.40 of Whiteshave been
vaccinated with at least one doseJource.

Figure 3: Cases by Race and Ethnicity

Cases by Race and Ethnicity” -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

Asian or Pacific Islander . 7,344

Black _ 36,558
Lating - 13,430
Mative American | 307
Other Race . 7,642

Two or more races I 2,764

Source
~AFor more information on how VDH is presenting data on race and ethnicity, visit:
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race -and-ethnicity-reporting-update/

Casecountsare currently low but AT T OET OA &1 1T AAOO AiT11cCcOO 6EOCET EAG
important to focus efforts on vaccinationMoving forward, continuing to collect data on race and

ethnicity will be crucial to making more progres on vaccine equity in Virginia This isespecially

true given theknown increased and disproportional risks faced by historically marginalized

populations in experiencing the worst effects and outcomes of COVID, including death.Likely

explanations for the unequal burden of disease on these populations include social vulnerability,
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race-and-ethnicity-reporting-update/

social determinants of health, andh pattern ofhistorical disparity. It will be crucial to pay attention
to these disparities asVirginia enters the holiday seasonpossibly bringing another wave of COVID
19 cases.

Rural Areas

Figure 4 below displays the rural (nonmetropolitan) areas in Virginia as defined by the Officef
Management and Budget (OMB)Sourcg. Areas in pink are rural localities while areas in beige
are considered nonrural (as defined by the OMB).

Figure 4: Rural and Non -Rural Areas in Virginia
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Source
Another way to examine rural and urban disparities is to examine rural, urban, suburbaand
exurban areas. The Isserman Classification systgigshown in Table 2below) uses a combination of

urban area population and population density to identify counties as urban, rural, or mixed.

Table 2: Percent Population Vaccinated by Urban and Rural J urisdictions (by Age Groups)

2013 SRHP Isserman Classification 5to11 | 12to17 | 16to17 | 18to30 | 31to 50 | 51to 64 65+ Grand Total
Mixed Urban 41% 69% 73% 68% 69% 81% 88% 72%
Urban 38% 69% 75% 60% 72% 82% 86% 70%
Mixed Rural 25% 49% 56% 54% 60% 73% 82% 62%
Rural 17% 41% 47% 48% 54% 69% 78% 58%
Grand Total 34% 62% 67% 59% 67% 78% 84% 67%
Source

Rural areas, espeailly in southwest Virginia, continue to have lowewaccination percentages as
comparedto other areas of the state. Therbave beensomeimprovements, primarily concentrated
in the northern, central, and southeastermegions (Figure 5). \Accination hesitancy continues to be
an issuethroughout the Commonwealth.As seen in Figure 6counties acrossVirginia are
experiencinga combination ofrisk levels. Fortunately, risk levels this monthremain relatively low.
Risk levels havealsoimproved this month in comparison to August wheralmostthe entire
Commonwealth was experiencing highly elevated risk level§¢Sourcd. As the winterand holiday
seasondraws nearer, increasing vaccination rates will be crucial to maintaining lower risk leals.
Vaccine Equity Report Pecember2022 9


https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/76/2016/06/OMBDefinedRuralAreas.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/76/2016/06/OMBDefinedRuralAreas.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2022/04/Hospitalization-Stakeholder-Call_4.28.22.pdf
https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/

Figure 5: Vaccination s by Locality z Percent of Total Population z As of November 22 nd, 2022

Percent of the Population
Fully Vaccinated

40.1% - 45.0%
W 45.1% - 50.0%
M 50.1% - 55.0%
M 55.1% - 60.0%
M 60.1% - 65.0%
M 65.1+%

People Not Mapped : 802,891

Source

Figure 6: COVID-19 Risk Levels by Locality in November

Risk Levels: Green Yellow Orange Red

Source

Third, as shown in Figures 7 and &omeurban and rural disparities remain in terms of cases as
measured by rates perl00,000 people. 8merural counties continue to showslightly higher rates

of casesthroughout the Commonwealth Southwest Virginia particularly has a higher case rate than
the rest of the stateDDeath rates per100,000 remainrelatively low in Virginia, with more deaths
occurring in southwest Virginia, as shown in Figure 8
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/

Figure 7: Cases of COVIBL19 Over the Last 13 Weeks in Virginia: Urban and Rural

Rates that are based on counts less
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Source

Figure 8: Deaths from COVID-19 Over the Last 13 Weeks in Virginia: Urban and Rural

Rates that are based on counts less
Rates per 100,000 of than 15 should be interpreted with
Deaths by Date of Death  caution
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Infections and Deaths since Vaccine Availability

VDHS O devedtAat vaccinations have saved livegSource Source. Despite some progress in
recent months, disparities remain in infections and deaths since the availability of vaccines,
especially concerning: 1) race; 2) age and sex; and 3) urbawral divides. Disparities detailed in
previous vaccine equityreports remain. As shown in Table 3Whites represent 61% of he
population, 56% of casesand 67 of deahs. Blacks representonly 19% of the pgoulation yet 23%
of casesand 23% of deaths Further, Hispanicamake up10% of the population yet 1446 of cases
and 6% of deaths When comparing the percentages in the population, both Blacks and Hispanics
still disproportionately contract COVID19, and Blacks disproportionately die from it.

Table 3: Comparisons of COVID-19 Cases, Deaths, and Population

% of Cases % of Deaths % of Total Population
White 56% 67% 61%
Black 23% 23% 19%
Hispanic 14% 6% 10%
Asian 4% 3% 7%
Other 3% 1% 3%

Source

Figures 9 and 10 showpatterns concerning cases and deaths by agece and ethnicityand sexfor
the last 13 weeksRegardingcases and agghose aged betweer20-29 and50-59 comprise the
segment of the populationwith the single largest number of casedkegardingcases and sex, those
identifying as femalestend to represent more COVIEL9 casesConcerningdeaths andage,those
aged50+ comprise most of the deaths from COVHDO with noted risesin deaths for successive age
groups and with the bulk d deaths occurring in the age 86 category.In previous reports,
regardingdeaths and sex, those identifying as male tend to die aslightly higher rate than those
identifying as female.However,this month and as shown in Figure 10, females had a slightly higher
death rate than malega departure from the usual trend)
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/virginia-department-of-health-updates-case-rates-by-vaccination-status-dashboard-to-better-inform-public-of-vaccine-effectiveness/
https://www.wavy.com/covid-19-vaccine/virginias-new-covid-19-dashboard-hopes-to-cut-down-vaccine-hesitancy/
https://www.kff.org/statedata/custom-state-report/?i=464095~464104~32128&g=va&view=3

Figure 9: Cases of COVIEL9 in Virginia: Demographics

Cases by Age Group -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks
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AFor more information on how VDH is presenting data on race and ethnicity, visit:
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race -and-ethnicity-reporting-update/
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Figure 10: Deaths by COVID-19 in Virginia: Demographics

Deaths by Age Group -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks
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AFor more information on how VDH is presenting data on race and ethnicity, visit:

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race -and-ethnicity-reporting-update/
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2. Vaccinations in FEMA Region 3

RegardingCOVID19 risk levels in November (Figure 11), most of Region 3is currently
experiencinglow or medium risk levels. The risk levelsfor Virginia in Novemberwere about the
same as they were in Octobér O  O. AtPresor() Virginia is the most atrisk in FEMA Region 3.
Virginia has1,140.0new daily cases a ®ven-day moving average of.3.4 new cases per 100,000
people (last month, Virginia saw1,074.3new daily cases witha sevenday moving average o0l2.6
new cases per 100,000 people These numbers plac®/irginia first out of sixthin FEMA Region 3n
terms of COVIBR19 risk level, meaning that Virginia is currently the most at risk in the regionTo
compare, n the month of January2022, Virginia had 9,194.0 new daily cases with a sevatay
moving average of 1077 new cases per 100,000 peopleSource.

Figure 11: COVID-19 Risk Levels in November by County across FEMA Region 3

State/County Rank Daily new Daily new
cases per cases (7d
100k people  moving
(7d moving avg.)
avg.)

Virginia 13.4
Maryland 1.4 "
Pennsylvania 1.1
Delaware 10.9
West Virginia 10.8 "‘ ‘¢
District of 5.4

Columbia —

Source

Further, as seen in Figure 12 below, updated FEMA data are available concerning linkages
between vaccination coverage (low to high) and rankings on the social vulnerability index (SVI).
As shown below, Virginia particularlyfaces issues of high SVI and lovaccination coverage. In
Virginia, these issues especially affect the souttentral andsouthwest parts of the state.
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Figure 12: Percent of Population Fully Vaccinated by Social Vulnerability Index, FEMA
Region 3

*Counties with lower reporting completeness
for vaccination coverage should be interpreted with caution.
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Source

FEMA Region 3 and Race/Ethnicity

All areas in FEMA Region 3 continue to show racial disparities in the percages of vaccines
administered. Both Blacks andHispanics/Latinos continue to see some improvements in
vaccination percentagesbut Blacks are still behind in vaccinationsThe vaccination disparity for

the Latino population reversed as of July 11, 2022, with 82% of Latinos vaccinated compared to
68% of Whites Sourcd. Virginia remains a lealer in working to closegaps between the percentage
of cases and the percentage of vaccinations for Blacklispanics/Latinos, and Asians. Still,
comparing state vaccination rates by race and ethnicity ishallenging because of reporting
inconsistency andmissing dataon race and ethnicity(Source). Data shown belowin Figures 1316
are current as ofApril 4, 2022.

Figure 13: Blacks as a Share of COVIB19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

Black % of
Total

Location Population
Delaware 24% 22%
District of Columbia 57% 45%
Maryland 33% 30%
Pennsylvania 8% 10%
Virginia 23% 19%
West Virginia 5% 3%

Source
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Figure 14: Hispanics as a Share of COVID19 Trends, FEMA Region 3
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https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=black-percent-of-vaccinations--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-race--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-ethnicity&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-cases-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=hispanic-percent-of-vaccinations--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-race--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-ethnicity&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D

Figure 15: Asians as a Share of COVIDB19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

Asian % of

Total
Population

Delaware 2% 4%

District of Columbia 2% 4%

Maryland 3% 6%
Pennsylvania 2% 4%

Virginia 4% 7%

West Virginia <1% 1%

Source
% of % of
Vaccinations Vaccinations
Asian % of with Known with Known
Location Vaccinations Race Ethnicity
Delaware 6% 97% 78%
District of Columbia 6% 88% 92%
Maryland 8% 97% 96%
Pennsylvania ! 3% 91% 78%
Virginia 9% 85% 85%
West Virginia 2 NR 97% NR
Saurce

Figure 16: Whites as a Share of COVID19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

White % of
Total

Location Population
Delaware 47% 61%
District of Columbia 21% 37%
Maryland 43% 50%
Pennsylvania 74% 76%
Virginia 56% 61%
West Virginia 91% 93%

Source

Vaccine Equity Report December2022
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https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=asian-percent-of-vaccinations--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-race--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-ethnicity&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-cases-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D

% of % of

Vaccinations Vaccinations
White % of with Known with Known
Location Race Ethnicity
Delaware 70% 97% 78%
District of Columbia 47% 88% 92%
Maryland 53% 97% 96%
Pennsylvania 1 74% 91% 78%
Virginia 57% 85% 85%
West Virginia 2 92% 97% NR
Source
Notes:

1. Data does not include Philadelphia County duedifferences in reporting data. As of 6/21, PA
total population data was updated to exclude Philadelphia; data should not be compared to
earlier periods due to these data changes or corrections.

2. Data prior to 4/12 will not reflect people receiving the sihgydose of the Janssen vaccine
because the data reflects people receiving the first dose oftdwse vaccinations.

3. Trends Over Time
Over two years into the COVIEL9 pandemic, there are still inequities in overall vaccination rates.
However, these inequites have declined over timeén Virginia. Overall, minorities have consistently
had less access to vaccinations, and loweverall vaccination rates, than Wiites. Recently, those
gaps have begun to narrow and VDH is working to further dispel disparitiefn addition, the 7-day
averagenumber of casedncreased lastwinter due to the Omicron variantdeclined significantly
during the spring, and started to climb agairin late springand summer. As part ofits efforts to
address inequities, VDH has transitioneds community testing centers to a mobile clinic model in
order to be able to reach areas that have low access to testiMpving forward, particular attention
should be given to the Black population as they still suffer the worse vaccination disparity baf all
other racial and ethnic groupsTheseitems are discussed further, with a focus on racial equity, in
the sections that follow.

Racial Groups as a Share of Total Vaccinations in Virginia

In Virginia, Whites make up 61% of the total population ath56.4% of the population with reported

race and ethnicitythat have been vaccinated with at least one dose. Blacks make up 19% of

VigETl EA8 O O1 GrAd17.80obi@ bna-dbselvdccinatel population8 pmnb T £ 6 EOCET EA
population is Hispanic and10.8% of the vaccinated population in Virginia igeported to be Latino.

|l OEAT O 1 AEA ODP xb 1 £ 6EOCEIndERmif Is@ridésinmakedp i AOET 1
the vaccinated population in the @Gmmonwealth (Source Source).
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Doses Administered

Between October 2021 andanuary2022, Virginia sawa spike inthe 7-day average of doses
administered. In general,the number of vaccines administered decreased as the wint@021-2022
Omicron surge subsidedAs ofNovember 221d, 2022 the peak average humber ofvaccines
administered in Virginia in Novemberoccurred onNovember 2st, with 16,341 doses(Sourcs).
These trends in Virginia generally match that of the United States as a whole, which saw an incesas
in demand for vaccines duing the winter months when thefirst Omicron variant was spreading,
then ageneraldecrease in demand from the second half of Janua2922 onward, and a slight
uptake in vaccinations agai as the BA.5 subvariant began to spregé&ource Source). Statewide
and nationally, the daily number of vaccines administered gradually decreased over the morah
November (Source Souce).

Figure 18: Daily Number of Administered COVID -19 Vaccine Doses and 7-Day Average in the
United States

(Blue bars represent daily numbers and red line shows-day average)Source

4. Vaccine Hesitancy
With over 17.8million vaccination doses administered, andh little over 6 million people (73.4% of
the population) fully vaccinatech 6 E O @dtihakoA @t@ssuipass the national rate 068.7%
(Sourcg Source). However, there is stillnearlyc mb 1T £ 6 EOCET E Adshot Beerbfdiy AOET 1
vaccinated Sourcg. Working to vaccinate a larger percentage of the population and reducing
vaccine hesitancy are important factors in combating the pandemiespeciallywith mounting
concernsaboutA QOIEAGAH EA 6 OE E ©receri dpikeAnGchdol alisences due to sickness
(Source Source Source.
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-trends
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-trends
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-trends
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations_vacc-people-additional-dose-totalpop
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://swvatoday.com/article_f37f1626-56f6-11ed-868b-375dd3242658.html
https://www.wfxrtv.com/news/back-to-school/protecting-virginia-kids-from-covid-as-they-return-to-school/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/stafford-high-school-virginia-flu-disease-outbreak/

